
Where did you go to 
elementary school? !
Ja’Shawn: I attended Sacred 
Heart  Catholic School!!
Where did you transfer from 
and what were the major 
drivers in your decision to 
transfer to SFDS?!!
Ja’Shawn: I transferred from a 
school known as Richard T 
Crane Medical Prep High 
School. What really made me 
transfer to SFDS was the small 
environment at SFDS. I wanted a change from 
the normal 500 or 600 or more kids in a school. !!
What are the advantages you have found 
going to school at SFDS?!!
Ja’Shawn: The advantages of going to SFDSHS 
are vast. It is close to where I live and it is a 
small school so I can get the one on one 
teaching that I need and it is a very friendly 
environment. !!
Can you talk about a specific teacher or a 
project from your time at St. Francis de Sales 
that has had an impact on you and how? !!
Ja’Shawn: Teachers such as Mr. Fennessy, Mr. 
Sanchez, and Mrs. Marasas have motivated me to 
go above and beyond in everything I do. When I was 
down they picked me up (not physically!) and 
motivated me to keep going. They keep me working 
hard.!

!

Do you have any stories you 
want to share about your high 
school journey?!!
Ja’Shawn:  My high school journey 
has been a blast at SFDS and if I 
told you all my experiences you 
would be reading for hours, maybe 
even days! One thing I will say is 
that being in Advanced Placement 
Biology as a sophomore is an honor. 
The class is a senior class and I am 
the only sophomore in the class.  I 
am doing just as well as the seniors 

are doing in the class and it is one of 
my greatest achievements thus far.!!
What would you tell a student who was 
thinking of transferring to SFDS?!!
Ja’Shawn: I would say to them that once you 
experience the atmosphere of SFDS you will 
absolutely fall in love with the school. Also, 
be prepared to work hard!  You can learn a 
lot here and you will be glad you came.!!
What are two of the best things you 
have found at SFDS?!!
Ja’Shawn: Two things I have found at SFDSHS 
are a faculty that can be counted on and bonds 
that can never be broken.

Transferring High Schools?!
Ja’Shawn Muhammad transferred to SFDS 

We are lucky to live in a community where our children have options to attend many types of high schools. While we 
believe that a small Catholic school provides students with a foundation to succeed, not everyone is ready to make that 
decision their freshman year. Some choose a public school because they are not aware of the grants and scholarships 
available to help fund their Catholic education. Others choose a larger Catholic school because they want big time 
athletics or a large friend group. We know that it is most important for a student and family to find a school that is the best 
fit for them.  !!
When it doesn’t work, students may want to transfer. We are often asked, “What is it like to transfer into a small school”.  
To help students considering that, we interviewed Ja’Shawn Muhammad who transferred to St. Francis de Sales.!

For more information about St. Francis de Sales High School, 
contact Mary Kay Ramirez at mramirez@sfdshs.org or call her 

today at 773-731-7272
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